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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the amendment filed on November 16, 2006, in which 
claims 1-10 and 13-16 are presented for further examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on October 18, 2006 has been entered. 

Remark 

3. Applicant asserted that Walter doe not disclose a portable memory device. The examiner 
disagrees with the precedent assertion. Walter, however, discloses a system for uploading digital 
photograph from a device to an online server over a communication network. In addition, Walter 
discloses a content medium (portable mass storage device) (smart media) (flash card) (see fig.l, 
item 13) suitable for storing digital photograph and a media reader may be any device capable of 
reading the content from the content media (13), wherein the media reader may be a flash card 
reader or smart media reader coupled to the content media (13) in any manner, such as by a cable 
(UBS cable) connection, network connection or by inserted the content medium (13) into a 
appropriate interface on the media reader embedded in the flash card or the smart media. 
Therefore, the content medium (portable mass storage device) (smart media) (flash card) (see 
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fig. 1, item 13) disclosed by Walter has a reader embedded therein to read the content information 
from the content medium. Walter does provide a portable memory device reader. Applicant 
should duly note that it is old and well known that such a portable “smart media” or “Flash card” 
does contains a memory reader embedded therein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claims 1-10 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Walters et al., (hereinafter “Walters”) US Patent no. 6,914,695. 

As to claim 1, Walters discloses the claimed 

“a computer having a memory” (mass storage, 207 of fig.3; col. 9, lines 65-67); 
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“a portable memory device reader, communicatively connected to the computer and being 
selectively coupleable to the portable memory device”(the content media (flash card) or smart 
memory (13 of fig.2) inherently having a device reader embedded therein communicatively 
connected to computer system (10 of fig.2); “an image transfer module, connected to the portable 
memory device reader and configured to detect the coupling of the portable memory device to 
said reader and to copy the digital image from the portable memory device to the computer 
memory, by way of said reader” (transmitting the content (photography data) to the computer 
memory; col. 10, lines 1-22); “a file up loader module, communicatively connected to the image 
transfer module and configured to send the digital image to the online server, connected to the 
computer network” (uploading the content information (photography data into the server; col.9, 
lines 4-22); and “the online server, being selectively connected to the file uploader module and 
being configured to automatically accept, store and make available over the computer network 
the digital image” (detecting and uploading the content (photography data ) from the computer 
and make it accessible to the network; col. 1 1 , lines 5-10). 

As to claim 2, Walter discloses the claimed “a billing and provisioning system, connected to the 
online server and including a relational database, the billing and provisioning system being 
configured to store user accounts in the database” (col.8, lines 1 1-22, lines 38-50). 

As to claim 3, Walter discloses the claimed wherein the online server includes one or more 
albums, each album being associated with a single user, and wherein at least one album includes 
a folder” (col.7, lines 56-67; col.8, lines 1-22). 
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As to claim 4, Walter discloses the claimed “an album tools module which allows a user to 
manipulate, delete, and create folders in an album that is associated with the user” (col. 7, lines 5- 
34, lines 56-67). 

As to claim 5, Walters discloses the claimed “wherein each folder possesses distinct privacy 
settings” (col. 1 1 , lines 39-48). 

As to claim 6, the limitations of claim 6 have been mentioned in the rejection of claim 1 above. It 
is, therefore, rejected under the same rationale. 

As to claim 7, Walter discloses the claimed “creating a photo album in the online server by a 
user” (col. 7, lines 5-34, lines 56-67). 

As to claim 8, Walter discloses the claimed “placing the image in the photo album” (col.l 1, lines 
5-13). 



As to claim 9, Walter discloses the claimed “deleting a photo album” (free up the storage space 
(col.9, lines 58-62). 

As to claim 10, The limitations of claim 10 have been mentioned in the rejection of claim 1 
above. It is, therefore, rejected under the same rationale. 
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As to claim 14, Walters discloses the claimed “wherein the portable memory device reader, the 
image transfer module, the file uploader module and the online server operate to retrieve an 
image from the portable memory device and make it available over the computer network 
without requiring any action from a human user other than the placing of the portable memory 
device in the portable memory device reader” (fig.3 and fig.4; col. 7, lines 5-34, lines 56-67; 
col.8, lines 1-22, lines 38-62). 

As to claim 15, Walters discloses the claimed “wherein the reading, copying, sending, and 
making the image available steps are performed without requiring any action from a human user” 
(col. 7, lines 5-34, lines 56-67; col.8, lines 1-22, lines 38-62). 

As to claim 16, Walters discloses the claimed “wherein the electronic device, the image transfer 
module, the file uploader module and the online server operate to retrieve an image from the 
electronic device and make it available over the computer network without requiring any action 
from a human user other than connecting the electronic device to the computer” (using the 
Bluetooth capability, col.ll, lines 15-30). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (571) 272-4032. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10 hours shift. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 
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